PREFACE.
THE principal printed sources for a narrative of Poe's life are the following, of which the first three were inspired by himself and published before his death: I., Griswold's sketch, in " The Poets and Poetry of America," 1842; II., Hirst's sketch, in the Philadelphia "Saturday Museum," 1843; III., Lowell's sketch, in " Graham's Magazine," 1845 ; IV., Griswold's " Memoir," founded on the documents put into his hands as Poe's executor and prefixed to the third volume of the original edition of Poe's "Works," 1850, but now suppressed; V., Mrs. Whitman's " Edgar Poe and his Critics," 1860; VI., Didier's "Life," prefixed to an edition of Poe's " Poems," 1876; VII, Gill's "Life," 1877; VIII., Stoddard's " Life," prefixed to a volume of selections from the " Works," 1880, and now included in the latest complete edition (A. C. Armstrong & Son, 1884,6 vols.); IX., Ingram's " Life " (London), 1880. These authorities, each of which contains